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Centlemen, 
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ANNUAL  REPORT,  1937 


GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  53,570  acres 

Population  (Census  1931)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5,536 

Registrar-Generars  estimate  of  resident  population,  1937  ...  5,030 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,420 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £16,431 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  £72 

SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

Farming  is  the  principal  occupation  of  the  district.  Fishing  is 
carried  on  at  Clovelly  and  Bucks  Mills.  The  custom  of  accommodating 
summer  visitors  at  many  of  the  farms  and  other  houses  in  the  district 
is  increasing,  both  in  the  villages  near  the  coast  and  inland. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Live  Births  : — 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

Birthrate  per 

Legitimate 

...  36  ... 

41  .. 

....  77 

1,000  of 

Illegitimate 

1 ... 

1 .. 

2 

estimated 

— 

— 

— 

population 

37 

42 

79 

15.7 

Birth-rate  for  whole  of  England  and  Wales,  14.9. 

Stillbirths  : — 

M. 

F. 

Total  Stillbirth  rate 

Legitimate 

2 ... 

3 .. 

5 

per  1,000  of  total 

Illegitimate 

...  Nil  ... 

Nil  .. 

....  Nil 

births  59.28 

Still-birth  rate  for  Avhole  of  England  and  Wales  0.6. 


Deaths  : — M.  F.  Total  Death-rate  per 

From  all  causes  ...  30  ...  17  ......  47  1,000  of  estimated 

population  9.34 

Death-rate  for  England  and  Wales,  12.4. 

Deaths  of  Women  from  Puerperal  Causes  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 


M. 

F. 

Total 

Legitimate 

...  1 

Nil 

1 

Illegitimate 

...  Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

1 

Infant  Death-rate  per  1,000  Live  Births  ...  ...  ...  23.8 

Legitimate  Death-rate  per  1,000  Live  Births  ...  ...  23.8 

Illegitimate  Death-rate  per  1,000  Live  Births  ...  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Caneer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping-Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  ...  ...  Nil 


The  greatest  number  of  deaths  from  any  one  eause  during  the  year 
was  12  from  Heart  Disease  ; 8 males  and  4 females. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR 
THE  AREA. 

(1)  Medical.  There  is  a part-time  Medieal  Offieer  of  Health.  There 

are  Three  Distriet  Medical  Officers,  who  are  also  Public  Vaccina- 
tors. 

(2)  Others.  A whole-time  Sanitary  Inspector. 

NURSING. 

There  are  six  District  Nurses,  all  qualified  Midwives. 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

There  are  no  laboratory  facilities  in  the  District,  nearly  all  Labora- 
tory examinations  being  made  in  Exeter. 

HOSPITALS. 

(1)  The  Bideford  and  District  Hospital  has  about  32  beds  and 
is  largely  used.  It  is  very  well  managed. 

(2)  The  Bideford  and  District  Joint  Isolation  Hospital  has  about 
so  beds.  There  are  separate  wards  for  various  infectious  diseases. 
The  hospital  may  be  used  for  infectious  cases  from  Bideford,  Barnstaple 
and  Torrington  Boroughs  ; Holsworthy  and  Northam  Urban  Districts  ; 
and  the  Rural  Districts  of  Bideford,  Holsworthy,  Barnstaple  and 
Torrington. 


CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 


Tuberculosis.  There  is  a Dispensary  at  the  North  Devon 
Infirmary,  Barnstaple. 

Venereal  Diseases.  A Clinic  at  Barnstaple. 

Orthopedic  Clinic.  A clinic  is  held,  fortnightly,  at  the  Offices 
of  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Association,  Barnstaple. 

Birth  Control.  A Clinic  is  held  at  Barnstaple,  where  married 
women  can  obtain  advice  and  instruction. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(a)  Milk.  There  are  27  Registered  Dairies  which  were  regularly 
inspected  during  the  year.  Samples  of  milk  are  sent  to  Exeter  to  be 
examined  for  Tubercle  and  Cleanliness.  There  is  a wholetime  Veterin- 
arv  Officer  for  the  County  of  Devon,  to  help  in  the  campaign  for  Pure 
Milk. 

(b)  ^Ieat.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  examines  carcases. 

CHEMICAL  WORK. 

21  Samples  of  well  water  were  chemically  examined  during  the 
year.  Of  these  I were  found  unfit  for  drinking  purposes.  2 contained 
lead  in  solution  ; 1 contained  organic  matter  ; 1 was  contaminated 
by  a creosoted  plank  which  was  subsequently  removed,  the  well  being 
(•leaned  and  repaired. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Buckland  Brewer  Village.  An  additional  water  supply  is  being- 
carried  out  for  this  village.  It  consists  of  a 7,000  gallon  reservoir 
supplied  from  a 40  foot  well,  piped  into  the  village  with  7 standpipes. 

Hartland  Village.  A better  water  supply  is  being  considered  for 
Hartland.  It  is  proposed  to  collect  the  water  from  several  springs 
on  Warmleigh  Farm  miles  out  of  the  t illage  and  pipe  it  into 
the  town.  It  is  estimated  that  the  Warmleigh  springs  will 
yield  12,000  gallons  a day.  A reservoir  to  hold  20,000  gallons, 
two  days  supply,  will  be  provided. 

Ha  RTLANU  Sewerage  Scheme  is  being  carried  out  in  Gatta  ^leadow 
where  a nine- inch  main  is  being  laid  down  with  the  necessary 
septic  tanks  and  filter  beds. 

WooLSERY  Village.  A new  sewage  scheme  has  been  completed  which 
is  working  very  successfully. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 


The  Sanitary  Inspector  (Mr.  H.  D.  Dack)  reports  that  the  following 
work  has  been  carried  out  during  the  year  ending  31  December,  1937. 

647  Visits  to  dwelling  houses  and  other  premises  in  connection  with 
the  work. 

6 Houses  disinfected. 

Nil  Schools  disinfected. 

8 Notices  served  on  Houses  and  Nuisances  dangerous  to  Public 
Health. 

6 Old  Wells  cleaned  out  and  protected. 

6 New  Wells  sunk. 

15  New  Water  Closets  installed. 

Nil  New  Earth  Closets. 

16  New  Sets  of  drains. 

4 Old  drains  repaired. 

5 Sewers  repaired. 

8 Complaints  investigated. 

8 Nuisances  abated. 

24  Houses  inspected  under  Housing  Regulations,  1925  and  193" 
10  Houses  renovated. 

16  Sets  of  Plans  passed  by  the  Council  for  New  Houses,  Bungalows, 

Wings  and  Reconditioning  under  Housing  (Rural  Workers) 
Act,  1926. 

2 New  Houses  erected  : 3 bungalows  : 2 wings. 

7 Houses  Reconditioned  under  Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Act,  1926. 

Nil  Overcrowding. 

Nil  Closing  Orders. 

17  Samples  of  water  taken  for  analysis.  11  passed,  6 failed. 

23  Samples  of  milk  taken  : 1 TT  passed,  7 Accredited,  4 ])asscd,  3 

failed  ; 15  Routine,  6 passed,  9 failed. 

227  Notifications  received  for  killing  pigs  on  farms  and  other  premi- 
ses. 

189  Bullocks  carcases  inspected. 

698  Sheep  carcases  inspected. 

366  Pigs,  carsases  inspected. 

5 Carcases  condemned  (2  bullocks,  2 sheep,  1 pig) 

There  are  27  Registered  Dairies,  12  Slaughter-houses,  3 Steam 
Bakeries,  16  Sehools.  He  has  visited  and  reported  on  these  and  has 
attended  to  the  cleaning  out  of  the  sewage  tanks  in  the  district.  He 
has  also  attended  to  the  removal  of  house  refuse  and  to  street  sweeping 
where  this  is  undertaken.  He  has  endeavoured  to  earry  out  the  in- 
struetions  given  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Disease 

Cases  Notified 

Sent  to  Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

13 

10 

Nil 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Pneumonia  ... 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Erysi]:)elas 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  DURING  1937. 


Two  new  cases,  one  male,  aged  24  and  one  female  aged  19,  were 
notified  during  the  year.  There  was  one  death  from  Tuberculosis  of 
the  respiratory  system  during  the  year. 


There  were  20  cases  on  the  registers  at  the  end  of  the  year  : — 


M. 


Pulmonary  8 

Non-Pulmonary  3 


F.  Total 

5 13 

4 7 


11  9 20 


Inspection  of  Dwelling-Houses  during  the  Year  : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 


Acts)  24 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  24 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  ^vere  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  12 

i 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation.  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  re- 
ferred to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


2. — Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of  Formal 
Xotices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Autliority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  10 


3. — Actioii  under  Statutory  Powers  during  Year  : — 

(a). — Proceedings  under  Sections  17,  18  and  23  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1930  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respeet  of  whieh 

notiees  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit 

after  serviee  of  formal  notiees  : ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  Loeal  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 

(b)  Proeeedings  under  Publie  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respeet  of  whieh 

notices  were  served  requiring  defeets  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  whieh  defeets  were 

remedied  after  serviee  of  formal  notiees  : — ...  Nil 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  Loeal  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

(c) . — Proceedings  under  Sections  19  and  21  of  the  Housing 

Aet,  1930 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur- 

suance of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(d) . — Proeeedings  under  seetion  20  of  the  Housing  Aet, 

1930 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 

made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT,  1931. 

There  are  no  Factories  or  Workshops  in  this  Rural  District. 


